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SUBJECT: ARRIVAL OF FIRST ISRAELI CARGO THROUGH SUEZ CANAL 

1. SUMMARY. ISRAELI PRESS GIVES PROMINENT COVERAGE TO 
ARRIVAL FIRST ISRAELI CARGO THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL AND 
REPORTS THAT KISSINGER ASKED ISRAEL TO DELAY SECOND CARGO 
UNTIL SADAT'S RETURN TO EGYPT. DOMINANTS EDITORIAL VIEW IS THAT 
ALTHOUGH THE EVENT IS PART OE THE INTERIM AGREEMENT IT DOES 
NOT REALLY REPRESENT A CHANGE IN RELATIONS BETWEEN ISRAEL 
AND EGYPT. END SUMMARY 

2. GREEK SHIP OLYMPOS WITH ISRAEL-BOUND CARGO OF CEMENT 
FROM RUMANIA ARRIVED IN EILAT PORT AT 0.100 NOV. 4 ALTER PASSING 
THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL. A SHORT CEREMONY WAS HELD AT THE 
PORT IN WHICH TRANSPORT MINISTER VAACOBI EMPHASIZED THE 
POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE EVENT, EMPHASIZING "HOPE TO 
ADVANCE TOWARDS RELAXATION, PEACE AND COEXISTENCE 

WITH OUR MIDDLE EAST NEIGHBORS..." YAACOBI SAID THAT ONLY 
ECONOMIC CONSIDERATION WILL BE USED TO DECIDE WHEN TO USE 
THE CANAL. AN IMPROVIDED PRESS CONEERENCE WAS HELD AT THE 
PORT IN WHICH GREEK CAPTAIN RELATED HIS JOURNEY THROUGH THE 
CANAL. MAARIV (NOV 3) REPORTS THAT DECISION TO HOLD CEREMONY 
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WHO MAINTAINED THAT THERE WAS NO NEED FOR A SPECIAL CEREMONY 
OR A SPECIAL RECEPTION FOR THE SHIP AND PM RABIN WHO 
FAVORED AT LEAST A MODEST CEREMONYTO TAKE NOTE OF EVENT. 

3. MAARIV (HARIF) WRITES THAT "US SECRETARY KISSINGER ASKED 
ISRAEL TO DELAY FOR TIME BEING THE PASSAGE OF THE SECOND 
CARGO THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL... KSSINGER, WHO RELATED 

THE REQUEST THROUGH AMBASSADOR DINITZ, EXPLAINED THAT PRESI- 
DENT SADAT WAS STILL IN THE US AND WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO ISSUE 
THE REQUIRED INSTRUCTIONS... ISRAEL PLANNED TO SEND 
ANOTHER CARGO THROUGH THE CANAL WITHIN 10 DAYS..." HARIF 
ADDS THAT THEPM WITH THE NEGOTIATING TEAM WILL HAVE TO 
DECIDE ON THE QUESTION. 

4. PRESS GIVES FRONTPAGE COVERAGE TO ARRIVAL OF SHIP AND 
INCLUDES FACTUAL REPORTS OF JOURNEY AND CEREMONY AND PHOTO- 
GRAPHS OF SHIP. MAARIV COMMENTS EDITORIALLY THAT THE PASSAGE 
OF FIRST CARGO THROUGH THE SUEZ CANAL IS NO CAUSE FOR CELEBRA- 
TION. IT QUESTIONS THE ECONOMIC SIGNFICANCE OF TRANSPORTING 
CARGO FROM EUROPE TO EILAT. "THE VALUE OF THE JOURNEY WAS 
WHOLLY POLITICAL; AND THE QUESTION COULD HAVE BEEN ASKED- 
WHO WOULD DERIVE GREATER BENEFIT POLITICALLY-ISRAEL...OR EGYPT 
WHO CAN PROVE- VERY CHEAPLY-THAT ALL THE SUPERLATIVES USED 
BY PRESIDENT FORD ABOUT PRESIDENT SADAT ARE CORRECT..." 

5. AL-HAMISHMAR EDITORIAL (NOV 3) NOTES THAT ISRAEL IS NOT 
INTERESTED IN ONE SINGLE DEMONSTRATIVE PASSAGE OF GOODS... 

BUT IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CONTINUOUS.REGULAR FLOW OF 
GOODS THROUGH THE WATERWAY, WHERE THE INTERIM AGREEMENT, 
INTER-ALIA, RE-ESTABLISHES THE INTERNATIONAL LAW OF FREE 
AND UNHINDERED PASSAGE. DA VAR EDITORIAL (OCT 3) WRITES THAT 
IT IS HOPPED THAT THE PASSAGE ITSELF MAY BE SEEN AS A WISH 

ON THE PART OF EGYPT TO HONOR THE ESSENTIAL TERMS OF THE 
INTERIM AGREEMENT. 
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